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several others of the military series already described. At
Stretham is a good figure in a widow's dress representing Dame
Joan Swan, 1497. Several of the figures of ladies about 1530
are represented wearing a round cap. As this peculiarity of
costume seems to be confined to the neighbouring counties it is
probable that the brasses were the work of local artists. The
costume of gentlemen in 1591 is illustrated by the brass of
Robert Whalley, of Nottingham, Fellow of Queen's College,
which may be found in that college.

Besides the cross brass to Robert de Paris already mentioned,
there has existed a small cross at Iselham to Elizabeth Peyton,
1510, of which some accessories alone remain. The indents of
other crosses exist at Cherry Hinton, Sawston, Great and Little
Shelford, and Rampton. Another matrix of a very fine and
early brass, to the celebrated judge Elyas de Bcllingham,
1298, is to be found at Bottisham.

The following are the churches of which the brasses are not
in the collection : Bassingbourn, Cheveley, and Landwade; the
others that are wanting (mostly insignificant)are the following:—
King's Coll. insc. John Stokys, 1559. Queen's Coll. insc. John
Stokes, 15G8. Horseheath, Rob. Allington, 1552. Iselham, Sir
R. Peyton and wife, 1574; insc. Sir Rob. Peyton, 1550. Milton,
John Harris, 1664. Sawston, insc. Sir John Huddilston, 1557;
insc. John Huntingdon and wife, 1564; Wilburton, John Hyll
and wife, 1506."

Thanks were ordered to be returned for these Communica-
tions.

Thursday, December 16th, 1875.

WILLIAM SMITH, Esq. D.C.L. LL.D. V.P., in the Chair.

The following Presents were announced, and Thanks ordered
to be returned to the Donors:—

From the Royal Society :—
1. Philosophical Transactions. Vols. 1G4, and 1G5 Part 1. 4to. London,
1874-5.
2. List of the Royal Society. 30th Novemher, 1874. 4to.

From Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India :—Archtcological Survey of
India. Report for the year 1872-73. By Alexander Cunningham, C.S.I.
Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of India. Vol. v. 8vo.
Calcutta, 1875.

From the Author :—The Archaeology of Rome. Chapter or Part iv. The
Egyptian Obelisks : to which is added a Supplement to the first three Parts,
which form the First Volume. 8vo. Oxford and London, 1876.
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From the Royal United Service Institution :—Journal. Vol. xix. No. 83. '8vo.
London, 1875.

From the Master, Wardens, and Court of Assistants of the Worshipful Company
of Clockmakers :—A Catalogue of Books, Manuscripts, Specimens of Clocks,
Watches and Watchwork, Paintings, Prints, Sec. in the Library and Museum
of the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers, deposited in the Tree Library
of the Corporation of the City of London. 8vo. London, 1875.

From E. Hailstone, Esq. F.S.A. :— T'Nidderdill Olminac, an' ivveryhody's
Kalinder, fer t' Ear 1876. 8vo. Pateley Bridge.

From the Author :—Training Schools and Training Ships ; for the Training of
Boys for the Navy, Army, and Mercantile Marine. By E. E. Antrobus,
F.S.A. Svo. London, 1875.

Notice was given of the Ballot for the election of Fellows on
January 13th, 1876, and a list was read of Candidates to be
balloted for.

WILLIAM ADLAM, Esq. F.S.A. exhibited and presented two
wood blocks, 8£ inches by 6 inches, which he had bought at
Cordova, having engraved upon them twelve court cards of a
southern type. The cards represented four kings, four chevaliers,
and four valets. The emblems usual on Spanish cards to denote
the different suits—the bastos, espadas, copas, and oros—are found
on these blocks. A somewhat similar pack is in the possession of
the Society, having been presented by the Hon.Daines Barrington
in 1786 (ArcliEeologia, viii. 138). The date of these blocks appears
to be the commencement of the last century.

The Kev. J. 0. CLUTTERBUCK, Local Secretary for Berks,
exhibited some objects found at various points in the bed of the
Thames, which may be thus described:—

1. A Flint Implement 5£ inches long by \\ broad, found at
Shiplake, while dredging for the foundation of a lock.

2. A Bronze Spearhead 7 inches long, with some of the wood
remaining in the socket, found below Wallingford.

3. A Flint Scraper, 3 | inches by one inch, found at Little
Wittenham, near the Dorchester Dyke Hills.

4. A Bronze Celt, flanged, 6£ inches long by 3^ inches at
the blade, found in excavating the foundation of Caversham
Lock.

5. A Comb, of a somewhat rare type, though more than
one specimen is known. One found in the Thames, near
Eunnymede, was exhibited to the Society by Mr. C. Drury
Fortnum, April 15, 1858, and is engraved in the Proceedings
iv. 188. Mr. Fortnum has since presented the original to the
British Museum. Another was found in the Thames not long
since near London, and is also in the national collection. A
third was found in Northumberland, with a very rare and
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singular enamelled medallion, and is in the possession of the
Eev. W. Greenwell. Dimensions : 7£ inches long, by 2 inches
at greatest breadth. They are all possibly Anglo-Saxon.

JAMES FOWLER, Esq. F.S.A. gave the following account of a
representation of the Moon, to be found in one of the windows
of Herringfleet Church :—

" Inclosed is a tracing by Mr. H. Watling, of Stonham, of a
representation of the moon, in the east window of Herringfleet;
church, Suffolk,* to which, if you think it of sufficient import-

ance, I should like to take this opportunity of calling your atten-
tion. It has formed part, I conjecture, of a representation of the
Crucifixion—one of the subjects on this window—with the sun
on one side and the moon on the other. There are several
representations of angels holding suns and moons on carved
ivory triptychs in the South Kensington Museum, and in
painted glass here and there; but representations of suns or
moons holding angels, are not, I think, so common. In the old
Scottish ballad of Sir Patrick Spence, a shipman says :—

Late late yestreen I saw the now moone
Wi' the auld moone in hir arme.f

In this example the moon is thus represented; but, instead of the
obscured portion of the disc being simply darkened, there is

* According to Suckling, History of Suffolk, ii. p. 23, the stained glass in the
cast window, and of two on the south side of the Chancel of Herringfleet, was
obtained " in greater part . . . from a monastery in France. Another tradition
states that it was brought from Bury by an ancestor of the family of Leathes.

f Percy Iteliques, Book I.

terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0950797300001931
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. INSEAD, on 24 Oct 2018 at 18:16:16, subject to the Cambridge Core

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0950797300001931
https://www.cambridge.org/core


460 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [1875,

drawn on it the face, in half profile, of an angel. This probably
refers to the belief, current in the middle ages, that the astrolo-
gical, or as they would have said the natural, influences of the
different planets were derived from the different natures of
angels which tenanted them, under the direction of certain
archangels, whose names were known and given in books as late
as the Christian Astrology, by William Lilly, 1659 :—

Moon . . . . . Gabriel.
Mercury . . . . . . Raphael.
Venus . . . . . Anael.
Sun Michael.
Mars . . . . . Samael.
Jupiter . . . . . Zadkiel.
Saturn Cassiel.

Trithemius held that these spirits of the planets were the seven
spirits which stand before God (Job xii. 15) ; that each was the
leader of many thousand others ; and that a child born under one
of those stars was received under the guardianship of its angel
and his hosts. The medieval astrology was substantially that
of Ptolemy, and of the rest of the Greek and Roman writers ;
but this change in the nomenclature of the sources whence the
influences of the planets were derived became necessary, and
was universally adopted; insomuch that it was believed, because
the moon was the nearest of all the planets to the earth,
the Angel Gabriel was sent to salute the Blessed Virgin, and
would hereafter sound the trumpet of the day of doom. God did
not communicate directly with man, it was believed, but through
the material universe. Primarily God revealed himself to the
highest angels, these in turn revealed the Divine Nature to the
lower, who acted on the starry heavens, especially (so far as we
are concerned—because nearest to us) on the seven planets ; the
planets acted on the four elements, which, again, acted on one
another in the following order—fire, the lightest; air, less
light; water, more dense; earth, the densest. Thus far the
macrocosm, or universe, which tempered man—the microcosm
in whom all these various influences were reflected—even as
it itself was tempered.- The History of the Macrocosm and
Microcosm of Eobert Flud, a work of great learning, contains a
full exposition of the doctrine, with some extremely curious old
woodcuts, in which the universe is represented in. circles one
within another like the coats of an onion:—God, in solitary
immensity, being on the outside; the three times three orders
of angels in circles one within another next; the seven planets
in seven more, each ruling in a circle to itself; then circles of
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fire, air, water, and lastly earth, in the centre of which is man.
Goethe makes Faust, looking at one of these pictures, exclaim—

How all things in one whole do blend,
One ia the other working, living !
What powers celestial, lo ! ascend, descend,
Each unto each the golden pitchers giving !
And, wafting blessings from their wings,
From heaven through farthest earth career,
While through the universal sphere
One universal concord rings !

But Flud did not, I believe, commit himself to the exact names
of the angels who directed the planets; nor did S. Thomas
Aquinas, in his Surama Theologian, after a minute discussion,
conclude more than that the stars are seats of intelligences, and
that those intelligences are angelic; nor Dante, who sang in the
general that the virtues and motions of. the planets were derived
from angels, as the impression on wax is derived from a seal,
these again deriving their energy from God, as the different
powers of the different members of the body are derived from the
one soul which quickens it within (Parad. cant. ii.). Just so it
was the vulgar only, of the Greeks, who appropriated to each
planet its own peculiar divinity. Plato, admitting that each
must be the seat of an intelligence, saw notwithstanding that
those various Intelligences must necessarily be reducible to One,
who Himself must so fill all things as to exclude every other
existence."

Major-General SIR JAMES E. ALEXANDER invited the atten-
tion of the Society to the condition of the prostrate Obelisk at
Alexandria, which was presented by the Government of Egypt
to the British nation at the commencement of the present century,
and which had never been moved to these shores. Sir James
Alexander urged that the Society should make representations
on the subject to Her Majesty's Government, in the hope that
the obelisk might be brought to London, where the Metropolitan
Board of Works had undertaken to give it a suitable site on the
Thames Embankment.

A Eesolution was passed, instructing the Secretary to write a
letter in the name and on behalf of the Society to the Right
Honourable B. Disraeli, requesting his intervention with the
Egyptian Government with a view to procure the removal of
this interesting obelisk to England.

C. G. COLLETON RENNIE, Esq., communicated an account of
Basing House, and of some excavations which have recently
been carried on under the direction of the owner, Lord Bolton.
After giving an historical sketch from Oamden, and other printed

VOL. VI. 2 K
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sources, of the series of connected families to whom Basing
House belonged from the time of the Conquest down to the
Civil Wars, when it withstood the attack of the Parliamentary
forces for three years, Mr. Rennie proceeded to describe the
site of Basing House and the results of the excavations in the
following remarks:—

The "habitations" of Basing—I cannot call it Basing House
—are situated on the spur of a low down or undulation, which
runs in a south-westerly direction, and which is separated from
the embankment of the present South Western Railway by a
marshy stream, which has evidently been much broader than it
is at present. The nucleus of the whole is a somewhat oval
entrenchment, not very large, but of very remarkable profile,
i.e. the ditch and vallum are of great height and depth. The
latter shows in many places a brick revetement, and in a north-
easterly direction traces of a postern, the whole being, I believe,
unique as regards our early camps.

• Within, the excavations commenced by Lord Bolton show, near
the entrance, a medieval fireplace, 11 feet wide, and an oven,
sink, &c, built against the rampart itself, which was cut away
for their reception. About 10 feet within this is a wall of brick,
" battering" or curved inwards, and very rough on its outer or
convex side. It would seem that, the medieval buildings having
become totally ruined, the rampart had resumed its original
slope, so that this erection was built during the Civil Wars as a
retaining wall, to enable the rampart to be enlarged to sufficient
thickness to enable it to carry cannon. At present there is a
mere pathway on the top.

Beneath these medieval remains, and below the surface of the
ground, other buildings have been excavated evidently of a
totally distinct style, and in no way connected with the former.
I was unable to descend into them, but they appeared to contain
traces of Roman work, and fragments of what were apparently
Roman bricks were strewed around, while great quantities of
oyster-shells and deer bones, as at Silchester, have been dis-
covered. Just beyond the excavations is the entrance through
the mound. Outside this, the fosse has been filled up, but the
remains of a medieval bridge have been brought to light; in
doing which it was discovered that the fosse had been filled up
with all kinds of ddbris, including cinders, showing that the
levelling of the ditch was the work of a period posterior to feudal
times.

Outside this again are two great, and mainly natural, bastions,
forming the extreme end of the spur before it dips into the valley.
That to the west is surrounded by a moat communicating at
either end with the central fosse, but of much smaller climen-
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sions; that to the east, having the ground around it sloping more
rapidly, was not fortified artificially, and the two were connected
by a narrow bridge across the smaller fosse.

It was on this latter (north-east) bastion that Basing House
was situated. The excavations, so far as they have been carried
on, have laid bare the foundations of two or three brick walls,
with the solid foundations of a tower, or rather turret, at one
corner. The outermost wall is five feet thick.

Beyond this again, at the point where the spur joins the hills,
are very distinct traces of the Royalist fortifications, apparently
of formidable profile. Within the lines and close to the postern
above mentioned is an ancient well 60 feet deep, but of what age
I could not ascertain.

While on this subject, I should wish to invite the attention of
antiquaries, and especially of military antiquaries, to this point:
How is it that Roman, Saxon, and Danish camps are usually so
perfect, while those of modern engineers should invariably fade
away soon after their abandonment ? Of the innumerable forti-
fications which must have been thrown up during the Civil Wars,
the only traces with which I am acquainted are the following:
Basing, Donnington, Croyland, Raglan, York, the very slight
remains of the works at-Oxford, and a mound supposed to be
part of the citadel of Barnstaple, said to have been the strongest
place in the West of England. I have never measured any, but
imagine that the dimensions of the latter works, and with much
less reason, must have been very inferior to those of the former.

To the south-west, beneath the oval entrenchment and imme-
diately opposite the remains of Basing House, is a garden, walled
in with old brickwork and containing two towers, the whole
being visible from the railway. The tower at the angle formed
a dovecote with 540 nests, still quite perfect, and containing the
original ladder, swinging by means of two horizontal beams on
a central upright, like a vane or a turnstile, so as to enable the
keeper to reach each nest at will, an arrangement, I imagine,
unique amongst existing British columbaria. There are no
traces of the uses to which the other tower was appropriated.
Between all these remains and the river, and separated from it
only by the road, are the relics of yet- another Basing House,
consisting of the road-wall and gateway, and a very fine brick
building, which would seem to have been a barn (from there
being slits instead of windows) 110 feet in length, with the
original timber roof.

1 regret that time did not allow me to take accurate measure-
ments, but I believe that the whole area, without including the
" old" house last mentioned, is not less than 14£ acres.

From the above it will be seen that the remains at Old Basing
2 K 2
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comprise, if my conjecture be right, a kind of epitome of almost
all the styles of architecture at different times existing in this
country, i.e., the British, Eoman, Medieval, and Elizabethan,
together with the Eoyalist or modern fortifications, and not only
this, but the remains of the successive houses built by the
different families; that is to say, the original one built within the
camp; the second, or the Old House near the river; and the
Elizabethan mansion of William Paulet, Marquis of Win-
chester.

I may add, that the very intelligent man who is employed on
the excavations, and who lives at the Gate House, told me that
large numbers of stone cannon-balls have been dug up in the
fosse near the postern, which fact seems to indicate a siege
during the Wars of the Roses.

The whole of the remains are built of brick, with stone dress-
ings, so far as can be ascertained.

In Warner's History of Hampshire, vol. i. p. 46, there is a view
of Basing House copied from a very ancient print. This shows a
plain quadrangular structure not unlike the older portion of St.
James's Palace or the remains of the garden-front of Wolsey's
Hampton Court, only that it has at the angles four towers of
great height as compared with the body of the 'edifice; this
shows the tower, the foundations of which I have already
noticed. In front of the building appears a lake, which has
somewhat puzzled me, but it is possible that across the depres-
sion between the house and the church a dam may have
been thrown, of which no trace exists. The remains of the
small bridge across the lesser moat, together with the Eliza-
bethan gateway on the high road, seem to show that the entrance
to the house was on that side; but in that case I do not see
how the house itself could have been taken first; and that such
was the case, ajjpears from a manuscript letter from one Colonel
Pickering, wherein he says, that he had taken the house but not
the central portion or citadel under the fire of which, or of its
outworks, he must have passed if he assaulted by the ordinary
entrance to the house. This letter was addressed to Cromwell,
and shows that the latter did not direct the assault, as is gene-
rally supposed, although he may have been present at the capitu-
lation of the citadel, which could not long held out after the
dominating towers had passed into the possession of the enemy.
I may add, that the print mentioned above shows a clean breach
to the north-west facing the church, and exactly opposite the
lake, which seems to show, not only that the assault was de-
livered from that quarter, but that the sketch was made almost
immediately after the capture of the fortress.

There is in Warner an account of Queen Elizabeth's visit to
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Basing, and in Gough's English Topography, vol. i. p. 397,
various contemporary publications are mentioned, referring to
the siege of Basing House by Sir William Waller.

Thanks were ordered to be returned for these Communications.

Thursday, January 13th, 1876.

C. S. PERCEVAL, ESQ. LL.D. Treasurer, and subsequently
FREDERIC OUVRY, Esq. President, in the Chair.

The following Presents were announced, and Thanks ordered
to be returned to the Donors :—

From the Royal Institute of British Architects :—Sessional Papers 1874-75,
Nos. C and 9 (not previously presented.) 4to. London, 1875.

From the Royal Society:—Proceedings. Vol. xxiv. No. 1G4: 8vo. London,
1875.

From M. Frantz Bauer :—Tapisseries du xvii0 Siecle executCes d'apros les
Cartons de Raphael par Jean Raes, de Bruxelles. Description ct Notes par
Frantz Bauer, architecte, procwlees d'une Notice par Edmond About. 8vo.
Paris, 1875. •

From the Yorkshire Philosophical Society :—Annual Report of the Council
for 1874. Presented to the Annual Meeting, February 2nd, 1875. Svo.
York, 1875.

From the Editor :—The Athenxum. Two vols. 4to. London, 1875.
From the Editor, George Godwin, Esq. F.R.S. :—The Builder. Vol. xxxiii.

Folio. London, 1875.
From the Proprietor, J. S. Virtue, Esq. :—The Art Journal. Vol. xiv. (New

Series.) 4to. London, 1875.
From the Editor :—Notes and Queries. Vols. iii. and iv. Fifth Series. 4to.

London, 1875.
From the Society of Arts :—Their Jonrnal. Svo. London, 1875.
From the Photographic Society :—The Photographic Journal. • Svo. London,

1875.
From the Royal Institution of Great Britain :—

1. Proceedings. Vol. vii. Part 6. No. 63. Svo. London, 1875. [Com-
pleting vol. vii.]
2. No. 18. Additions to the Library. From July 1874 to July 1875. Svo.

From the Council of the Art Union of London :—Report for the year 1875.
With List of Members. 8vo. London, 1875.

From the Author, J. E. Aspelin, Hon. F.S.A.:—
1. Suomalais-ugrilaisen Muinaistutkinnon Alkeita. 8vo. Helsingissii, 1875.
2. Sur l'age tie la Pierre des Regions Finno-Ougriennes. Snr l'iige dn
Bronze Altaico-Ouralien. 8vo. Stockholm, 1875.

From the Society of Arts and Sciences at Batavia:—
1. Tijclschrift. xxi. an. 5, G ; xxii. afl. 4, 5, 6 ; xxiii. afl. 1. Svo. Batavia,
1874-75.
2. Notulen. xii. 1874, No. 4 ; xiii. 1875, No. 1, 2. 8vo. Batavia, 1875.
3. Verhandelingen. xxxvii., xxxviii. 4to. Batavia, 1875.
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